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I am proud to be entrusted with a concert as guest Conductor of the Green-Tie Wind Ensemble of Senzuku
Gakuen for the third time. lapanese wind culture is rightly famed world-wide, partly because of the superb
training at high School level, but also because of the wonderful conductors working with the University and
professional bands. ito Yasuhide is certainly one of the finest, and this ensemble is trained down to the last
32nd note or pianissimo, a delight to work with.

Our programme this year represents East and West. We start with Toccata Marziale, planned by Vaughan
Williams as the first movement of a major Concerto Grosso for wind band, sadly never completed, but in this
work he has left us an amazing kaleidoscope of ingenious phrasing, mixed metres and passages of wind
chamber music. During the first World War, Grainger did military training, and observed recruits practising
bayonet warfare. He began The Power of Rome and the Christian Heart in 1918, & “grouchy” reflection on the
conflict and pacifism’s struggle against universal mebilisation he wrote “it simply grumbles at the sad condition
of tyranny and torturing”.

We end the first half with two magnificent Japanese works in which conflict resolves into peace. Mindscape
by Chang Su Koh | first heard at the WASBE Conference in Taiwan in 2011, | was immediately impressed and
have longed for an opportunity to tackle it. In his operatic scena, That which He taught us, Yasuhide Ito
emphasises that conflict cannot resolve hate, using a text of the Buddha in the ancient language of Pali.

Qur second half is altogether a welcome relief with two works based on the Dance.

Tim Reynish

www.timreynish.com
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Original version edited by Frank L. Bartisti (2005)

PAZVA VI v— / —2 O XIAMEGED L (913%)
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Ito, Yasubide (*1960) / That which He taught us ... for Baritone and band (2016, Japan premicere)
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