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What an honour to be invited to celebrate my 80th birthday with the artists of the Senzuku Gakuen College of
Music Green-Tie Wind Ensemble and their director, Yasuhide Ito. | first came across the group at the WASBE
Conference in 2005 in Singapore, and it has been fascinating to observe their musical development under the
mentorship of Yasuhide Ito san, who is surely one of the finest band trainers and composers of today. Once again
we are delighted to be honoured by the presence of Matt Burney, Director of the British Council in Tokyo.

We have devised a celebratory Jubilee programme with a number of pieces by close friends; it is subtitled War and
Peace and features two works from 2003, both written in the shadow of the invasion of Iraq, sadly appropriate in
these dark days with the threat of war and civil unrest constantly present, the American composer David del
Tredici’s In Wartime and New Zealander Christopher Marshall’s 'Homme Armé.

For this concert my host, Yasuhide Ito has written Time-Into-Music which will receive its premiere, and will be
followed by a brief nod to the world of flamenco and jazz, the first movement of Luis Serrano Alarcon’s wonderful
saxophone concerto, Concertango. For the rest, we play two contrasting British pieces, the brilliant Awayday by
Adam Gorb which | commissioned in 1996, and after the excitement, something lyrical and idyllic by my best man
and best musical mate, Guy Woolfenden, his lllyrian Dances which paints a picture of rural Warwickshire, the
county of Shakepeare and Stratford-on-Avon where Guy was Director of Music at the theatre for thirty five years.
Arigato.

Tim Reynish

www.timreynish.com
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Luis Serrano Alarcon (1972-)/ 1st Movement from Concertango (2004)
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